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Rockefeller Foundation supports BRAC to empower smallholder farmers across
Asia and Africa

10 July 2025 | News

BRAC secures $300,000 grant to develop a program forging to empower 3 million women smallholder farmers across
Bangladesh, Liberia, Tanzania, and Uganda by 2030.

BRAC secures $300,000 grant to develop a program forging to empower 3 million women smallholder farmers across
Bangladesh, Liberia, Tanzania, and Uganda by 2030.

In a significant move to deliver results for communities susceptible to increasingly erratic weather, The Rockefeller Foundation
hasA announcedA a $300,000 grant to BRAC to support the development and launch of an initiative to empowerA three
millionA smallholder farmers across Bangladesh, Liberia, Tanzania, and Uganda to lift themselves and their families out of
vulnerability by 2030.

"Smallholder farmers are on the frontlines of so many challenges, including the impact of climate change,’A said Deepali
Khanna, Head of Asia, The Rockefeller Foundation.A "Through our support of BRAC, we are empowering smallholder farmers
not only to withstand disruptions, but also to advance solutions that can help build the foundation for lasting economic
opportunity."A

Piloting first in Bangladesh's coastal and drought-prone regions, this initiative will offer farmers a comprehensive bundle of
services including access to agricultural technologies, real-time climate and weather information, financial services such as
adaptive insurance, and strengthened market linkages. Lessons learned will help guide the scaling of the model to African
nations where BRAC already operates.

"At BRAC, we believe in equipping people and communities with the skills they need to build their own resilience,"A said Asif
Saleh, Executive Director of BRAC.A "The Rockefeller Foundation's support takes an important step in showing that locally
driven innovation, when scaled up, can unlock pathways for millions of peopleA toA doA that."
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The initiative adopts a bottom-up, community-led approach, emphasizing local ownership, cultural relevance, and long-term
sustainability. With rising salinity, erratic rainfall, and resource degradation increasingly threatening rural livelihoods, BRAC's
initiative offers timely, holistic solutions grounded in both data-driven insights and local knowledge.

The Rockefeller Foundation's support reflects its broader vision to expand economic opportunities by investing in community-
led, scalable innovations. BRAC aims to raise $300 million in funding for this initiative that will enable transformative change
for approximately 14 million people.



