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Inside Suterrad??s strategic grab for Vestarona??s biotech arsenal
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Acquisition adds peptide-driven pest control technologies and advanced R&amp;D capabilities amid intensifying
demand for non-chemical crop solutions

Suterrar
—

Acquisition adds peptide-driven pest control technologies and advanced R&D capabilities amid intensifying demand
for non-chemical crop solutions

In a move that underscores the accelerating consolidation within the global biologicals industry, Suterra, the pheromone-
based crop protection division of The Wonderful Company, has acquired key research assets, commercial product lines, and
development programs from Vestaron Corporation, strengthening its position in the rapidly expanding market for biologically
derived pest control technologies.

The transaction brings under Suterrad??s control the Spear and Basin product portfolios, alongside a broader pipeline of
peptide-based active ingredients and formulations that had been under development at Vestarona??s research operations in
Kalamazoo, Michigan. The acquisition also includes assets associated with Vestarona??s R&D facility, signaling Suterrad??s
intent to deepen its scientific and manufacturing capabilities at a time when agricultural input markets are increasingly pivoting
toward sustainable alternatives to conventional chemistry.

While financial terms of the agreement were not disclosed, industry observers view the acquisition as a strategically significant
expansion for Suterra, whose biological pest management platform has historically centered around pheromone technologies
and integrated pest management systems.

At the center of the deal is Spear Lep, one of Vestarond??s most commercially visible bioinsecticide technologies and a
product already gaining traction among growers seeking residue-conscious and resistance-management solutions. The
product, recently approved by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, is designed to target lepidopteran pests through
peptide-based biological mechanisms that differ fundamentally from traditional synthetic chemistries.

Suterra confirmed it plans to begin manufacturing its own branded and supported version of Spear Lep later this year, a move
expected to strengthen supply continuity while integrating the product into the companya??s broader commercial distribution
and technical support infrastructure.

a??Spear Lep is already familiar to many growers and advisers,a? said Matthew Bohnert, President of Suterra. 4??Weéa??re
excited to bring this product into Suterrad??s portfolio and continue supporting growers with reliable supply and technical
expertise.a?e
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The acquisition arrives at a pivotal inflection point for the biologicals sector, where investor enthusiasm has increasingly
shifted from experimental promise toward commercially scalable technologies capable of delivering measurable field
performance. Against that backdrop, Suterrad??s move reflects a broader industry recalibration favoring platforms with
demonstrated grower adoption, regulatory validation, and operational scalability.

Vestaron, long recognized for its peptide-based insect control technologies inspired by naturally occurring compounds, had
emerged as one of the more scientifically ambitious players in agricultural biologicals. The companya??s research efforts
focused on leveraging bioactive peptides to create targeted pest management tools with lower environmental persistence and
reduced resistance risks.

Vestaron leadership framed the transaction as a natural progression for technologies that have already established market
credibility.

a??Suterra has demonstrated a consistent ability to successfully scale biologically based technologies, but what makes this
combination particularly compelling is the grower adoption and proven success of Spear LEP in the market,a? said Juan
Estupinan, CEO and President of Vestaron. a??We are incredibly proud of what has been built, and confident that this
platform will continue to deliver even greater value to growers globally.&%

The deal also highlights intensifying competitive momentum within agricultural biologicals, one of the fastest-growing
segments in crop protection. As regulators tighten scrutiny around conventional pesticides and growers confront escalating
resistance challenges, companies are racing to secure differentiated technologies capable of integrating into mainstream
farming systems without compromising efficacy or operational economics.

For Suterra, the acquisition broadens its scientific footprint beyond semiochemicals and reinforces its ambition to become a
more diversified biological crop protection platform. The inclusion of Vestarond??s pipeline assets and formulation
technologies potentially gives the company access to future product categories spanning multiple pest targets and crop
systems.

More broadly, the transaction reflects a changing hierarchy within agri-input innovation itself. Biologicals are no longer being
positioned merely as complementary sustainability tools; they are increasingly viewed as core components of modern crop
protection strategies, particularly in high-value specialty crops where regulatory pressure, export residue standards, and
consumer expectations continue to reshape input decisions.

As the industry evolves from niche biological experimentation toward scaled commercial deployment, Suterrad??s acquisition
of Vestaron&??s assets signals a growing recognition that the next competitive frontier in agriculture may belong not to
companies with the largest chemical portfolios, but to those capable of translating advanced biological science into reliable,
field-proven performance at scale.



