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The Philippines has achieved another significant milestone in its agricultural export journey with the successful dispatch of its
first commercial shipment of fresh Carabao mangoes to Toronto, Canada, reinforcing the governmentâ??s broader strategy of
expanding market access for high-value farm products beyond traditional destinations.

The landmark shipment, officially flagged off on June 3 at the Philippine Airlines cargo terminal in Pasay City, underscores the
Marcos administrationâ??s efforts to strengthen the countryâ??s presence in premium international markets while creating
new opportunities for Filipino farmers and agribusinesses.

The export initiative forms part of a wider push to diversify the Philippinesâ?? agricultural trade portfolio and reduce
dependence on a limited number of overseas buyers. Government officials view the Toronto shipment as a strategic
breakthrough for one of the countryâ??s most celebrated fruit exports, opening the door to greater penetration into North
Americaâ??s growing market for premium tropical produce.

Agriculture Secretary Francisco P. Tiu Laurel Jr. described the shipment as an important step in broadening the global reach
of Philippine agricultural products.

"This is another step toward our goal of widening and diversifying the global market for our farm products such as bananas,
coconuts and mangoes. It is time for other parts of the world to get a taste of the Philippines," he said.

https://agrospectrumasia.com


The Canadian shipment follows the Philippinesâ?? inaugural export of fresh mangoes to Rome in 2025, reflecting a sustained
effort by the government to establish new export corridors for agricultural commodities under President Ferdinand R. Marcos
Jr.â??s economic and trade agenda.

While mangoes remain among the countryâ??s most recognisable agricultural exports, the governmentâ??s ambitions extend
well beyond a single commodity. The Department of Agriculture has identified a broad portfolio of high-value export crops for
international market expansion, including Cavendish and Cardaba bananas, cacao, pomelo, rambutan, dalandan, pineapple,
okra, asparagus, pili, durian, avocado, dragon fruit, calamansi and ube.

To strengthen the countryâ??s export ecosystem, the Department of Agriculture established the High Value Export Crop, Agri-
Fishery Export Development and Promotion Office, headed by Undersecretary Philip C. Young, with a mandate to enhance
market development initiatives and facilitate greater participation of Philippine producers in international trade.

According to Young, the Toronto mango shipment demonstrates the effectiveness of coordinated efforts between government
agencies and private-sector stakeholders in opening new opportunities for agricultural exports.

"The government is helping pave the way for the private sector to showcase to the world the products of Philippine farms. This
is what happens when a nation works together," he said.

The export operation was facilitated through close collaboration between the Philippine Agriculture Office in Washington, D.C.,
the Philippine Consulate General in Toronto, the Philippine Trade and Investment Center in Toronto, and representatives from
the domestic mango industry.

The fresh mangoes were supplied by Hi-Las Marketing Corp. and Castillo Import Export Ventures Inc., while Ontario-based
TSI Tropicals Inc. served as the importing partner. National carrier Philippine Airlines transported the consignment through its
commercial air freight programme, ensuring rapid delivery to maintain product freshness and quality.

Industry observers note that access to the Canadian market could provide significant opportunities for Philippine mango
exporters, particularly as consumer demand for premium tropical fruits continues to rise across North America. The Carabao
mango, widely regarded as one of the sweetest mango varieties in the world, enjoys a strong reputation among international
consumers and is increasingly being positioned as a premium export product.

Beyond the immediate commercial significance of the shipment, the Toronto export highlights the Philippinesâ?? broader
efforts to strengthen agricultural competitiveness, enhance farmer incomes and build resilient export channels for value-added
agricultural products.

As global demand for high-quality tropical produce continues to expand, policymakers see export diversification as a critical
pillar of agricultural development, enabling Filipino farmers and agribusinesses to capture greater value from international
markets while reducing vulnerability to fluctuations in traditional trade destinations.

The successful arrival of Philippine mangoes in Toronto thus represents more than a single export transactionâ??it signals the
continuing evolution of the countryâ??s agricultural export strategy and its ambition to establish Filipino produce as a
recognised and sought-after presence in global food markets.


