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Investment targets monitoring, inspections and compliance initiatives critical to protecting marine resources and
export competitiveness

Vietnam’s efforts to eliminate illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing received another boost after the Quang Ngai
Provincial People’s Committee approved a funding package exceeding $206,000 to strengthen fisheries enforcement,
improve maritime monitoring and enhance compliance across one of the country’s important coastal fishing regions.

The allocation, drawn from the province’s 2026 budget contingency fund, reflects growing urgency among Vietnamese
authorities to tighten fisheries governance and support the country’s ongoing campaign to secure the removal of the European
Commission’s longstanding “yellow card” warning on Vietnamese seafood exports.

Under the approved plan, approximately $206,350 will be directed toward fisheries management, inspection, monitoring and
enforcement activities aimed at preventing violations of maritime fishing regulations and improving oversight of fishing fleets
operating in provincial waters.

A significant portion of the funding—around $165,100—has been allocated to the Quang Ngai Provincial Border Guard
Command, underscoring the critical role border and maritime enforcement agencies play in monitoring vessel movements,
preventing unauthorized fishing activities and strengthening compliance with fisheries regulations.

The Provincial Police Department will receive approximately $20,900 to support enforcement operations and regulatory
compliance efforts, while the Ly Son Special Administrative Zone, an important fishing hub in central Vietnam, has been
allocated more than $13,600 for localized anti-IUU initiatives.
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Additional funding has been directed to key coastal jurisdictions including Dong Son Commune, Van Tuong Commune, Binh
Son Commune, Duc Pho Ward and Tra Cau Ward, enabling local authorities to intensify monitoring activities, conduct
inspections and strengthen engagement with fishing communities.

The latest investment forms part of a broader national strategy to improve fisheries governance as Vietnam works to address
concerns raised by European regulators regarding illegal fishing practices, vessel monitoring, catch traceability and
enforcement effectiveness.

Provincial authorities have emphasized that all agencies and local administrations receiving funds will be required to ensure
transparent, efficient and purpose-driven utilization of resources. Financial oversight will be conducted through State Treasury
Region XV, which has been tasked with supervising expenditures and ensuring compliance with existing financial regulations.

The funding package comes amid intensified efforts across Vietnam’s coastal provinces to strengthen vessel tracking
systems, improve catch documentation, increase inspections at fishing ports and enhance enforcement against violations that
could undermine the country’s international seafood trade.

For Vietnam’s seafood industry, which remains heavily dependent on export markets, particularly the European Union,
strengthening compliance with international fisheries standards has become a strategic priority. The EC’s yellow card warning
has increased scrutiny of Vietnamese seafood exports and placed pressure on authorities to demonstrate measurable
progress in combating illegal fishing.

Industry observers note that targeted investments in surveillance, enforcement and compliance infrastructure are becoming
increasingly important as global seafood markets place greater emphasis on sustainability, traceability and responsible
fisheries management.

By allocating additional resources to frontline enforcement agencies and coastal communities, Quang Ngai is positioning itself
as a key contributor to Vietnam’s broader effort to improve fisheries governance, protect marine resources and restore
international confidence in the country’s seafood supply chains.

As Vietnam intensifies nationwide anti-IUU measures, provincial initiatives such as Quang Ngai’s latest funding package are
expected to play an increasingly important role in supporting sustainable fisheries development while advancing the country’s
objective of securing the removal of the European Union’s yellow card restrictions.


